
A Saskatchewan Seed Story
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John Palliser said my seed farm is 
located in a “useless desert”





5th Generation Family Farm
3rd Generation Seed Grower
Pedigreed Seed, Commercial grain, Forages, 
Cattle and Export of pulses

How many people work with us…. about half! 



Current Home of PSC



RAW FINISHED COLOR SORTER 
REJECTS



Seeds Grown

• Dryland seeds for high quality
• Durum, lentils (red, small green, 

large green and Indian head type), 
chickpeas, canary seed, winter 
wheat

• Wholesale barley, oats, fall rye, 
CWRS, flax, annual cover crops, 
perennial forages

• 15 varieties grown for seed annually
• Select, Foundation, Registered & 

Certified



My customers mentality

Will it rain in July

Pulses saved the farmWhat seed will 
perform on my farm

Winter crops are risky and early 
spring cereals can compete

Retained seed has no 
cost to me (false) 

I need quality because yield 
isn’t always there



Service for Seed Protection



Certified seed use in South Sask

• Purchasing seed yearly isn’t a consistent practice in the brown soil 
zone
• Canola is the exception
• Hard times created survival habits 

• Certified seed usage for durum 6-12%
• Durum sales are consistent in my business (5 Million ac in SK)

• Pulse sales change between classes based on markets
• Varietal campaigns are helping move the newer varieties

• Seed quality is usually sufficient



Response to this Challenge



Full Season Early
May 16

Full Season Mid
May 23

Feed Barley
May 23

Full Season Late
June 2



On site Research 
continued…



9 years Later

• 80+ ac/ year
• Over 8000 plots
• SVPG Performance Data
• Partnerships 
• Synergy with Seed Farm
• Pre-Breeder plots



Collaboration is my Competitive Advantage



A “useless” desert……

Thank You

306-868-2240
petruicseedco.sales@gmail.com
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